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Serving Schedule 3/8

Greeter: TC
Ushers: Jim & Jeff
Acolyte: Mary
Crucifer: Jan
Lector: Carolyn
Communion: Carolyn and Bridget
Refreshments: Sally
Greens: Carolyn

Serving Schedule 3/15
Greeters: Bridget
Ushers: Jim & Joe
Acolyte: Mary
Crucifer: Jan
Lector: Jim
Communion: Carolyn and Sally
Refreshments: Maynard
Greens: Carolyn

March
Birthdays
Shannon Nuckles
6
Marshall Nuckles
7
Braydon Nuckles
7
Vera Kordella
15
Henrietta Brown
18
Carolyn Frye
21
Noel Vold
26
Isabella Combs
26
Anniversaries
Brad & Kimberly James 25

amp
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From the Pastor:
But the law of God is an eternal and immovable rule of the divine mind and a judgment
against sin, a judgment impressed on human minds, often proclaimed by the voice of
God, of which Christ says, “I have not come to destroy the Law, but to fulfill it” [Matt.
5:17].
Therefore we must consider the difference. Human law only demands or forbids external
works. Philosophy sometimes teaches that more is required, such as that the action be an
honorable one and not merely external or simulated, but an upright judgment in the
mind and in the will a free choice or decision for acting correctly. Therefore the Law demands a certain prudence or moderation of the emotions and the actions, which is properly called “ethics.” But this law does not accuse our natural uncleanness, nor does it pronounce judgment on all the sins which are in conflict with the First Table—the doubting
of God, the heart which lacks fear and love for God, our weakness of faith, and evils
like this which cling in our nature.
— Philip Melanchthon, Loci Communes, or Common Theological Topics
At the recent Pastors’ Conference a young man asked a question, “How do
we reach young people who don’t seem to have any sense of a bad conscience about anything?” It was a good question in that it was timely,
addressed an issue that many recognize as real, and was honest in its
admission of frustration and lack of comprehension.
Some would opine that all people really do after all have a sense of sin and
guilt, and that we should just assume this to be the case. But I’m not so
sure. Whatever remains of the conscience in those who have no faith in
Christ, it is weak. Sociologists of religion have put forth the idea that our
modern Western cultures have changed from being those that operate
within a moral universe where an internal sense of guilt is widely acknowledged and felt, to those that now only acknowledge wrong as it is externally
enacted by means of shaming. Where once a moral person was thought to
be battling feelings of moral failure internally, they now only experience a
sense of their own moral wrongs when the group they value tells them so –
symbolically or otherwise.
Continued on next page
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C-CAP Corner
Special needs for CCAP in
March:
● Pull top cans of hearty readyto-eat soups
● Pasta sauce
● Cans of beets and spinach
● Pancake syrup
● Sugar
● Flour
● Spam and canned ham
● Vienna sausage
● Beef jerky
Thanks for your continued
support of our neighbors in
need!
— Jan Calamari
C-CAP Representative

Easter Lilies
There will be a signup sheet in the
Narthex for ordering Easter Lilies
‘in honor of’ or ‘in
memory of’ to adorn
our altar on Easter
Sunday. Easter lilies
are about $7 a piece
(price will be confirmed later)

Wanted!
Articles of interest to the
congregation.
If you would like to contribute to
a future newsletter, or have
suggestions for future articles,
please contact Carolyn Frye.
The Lamp is meant to be a means
of communication to the members
of advent. All members are
welcome to contribute.

Our internet culture seems to operate with latter sort of moral vision.
The recent spate of high-profile shamings and professional erasures in
Hollywood and elsewhere are similar, complete with public disavowals,
accusations and aspersions. The “Me Too” movement, however justified its
concerns about the treatment of women may be (and no doubt there has
been mistreatment), seems to favor this as well.
This may be the case in the fallen world, but should it be so among
Christians?
Consider this passage from St. Paul concerning the necessary disciplines
surrounding the Lord’s Supper, and the failure of some in his Corinthian
congregation to keep them: But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged.
But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned
along with the world - 1 Corinthians 11:31-32
Here Paul tells us that if a Christian were to anticipate the Lord’s judgment
by owning their wrongs before the Lord… the Lord’s own act of judging and
bringing to light would be mitigated. Even so, the Lord’s work of judgment
upon the remaining sin in a believer is for their final benefit – so that they
may come to the final public destruction of all sin on the last day, and not
be lost! So that they may avoid that final shaming.
How are sinners enabled to “self-judge” in this sense? How are weakened
consciences made strong enough to self-examine, so that they may not need
external laws and divine judgments to restrain them? How are they to know
the gravity of their offences?
Looking to the initial passage from the great preceptor of the Lutheran
reformation, it reminds us of some needful things about God’s Law. It’s a
hard reality that mankind does not want to face, but it is there before us,
accusing us, nonetheless; the immutable and unchanging will of God that
we be a certain way. God commands us to be holy in totality, not just in
external acts, but in the desires that precede them. Our very heart must be
just and holy.
Human reason comes along and whispers, “You’re only human. Don’t beat
yourself up.” But the Law says, “Do this”, and “Don’t do this”. God
commands us to be or not be in a way that accords with his will. Is the holy
Law of God the problem here? Or is our sin the problem?
God is holy, and perfectly righteous, and we are to become more of what
He says we should be. Not in half measures, and not by cleverly convincing
ourselves that what He commands is impossible or… blaspheming, that what
He commands is really not good, righteous, and as things should be!
Christians cannot believe such things and remain Christians. The Lord IS
holy. His will IS just. And His Word IS good for us. Scripture never tires of
telling us so. The Lord will strengthen our consciences by a clear proclamation
of His will, and of His will as Law.
Continued on next page

Disaster
Response Health Kits
In response to the mission ideas
proposed at the September 22,
2019 Congregational Meeting, our
church will head-up an action team
to prepare health kits for NALC
disaster responses.

During Lent we can pursue this through certain spiritual disciplines:
1. Meditate on the Holiness of God: You shall be holy to me, for I the Lord am
holy and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be mine. Leviticus
20:26
2. Meditate on the Holy Ten Commandments, honestly admitting failures:
Exodus 20
3. Confess your sins to God and, if it be possible, to those you have
wronged. James 5:16, Matthew 6:12

Each health kit will consist of:
● One bath towel of any color
● One wash cloth of any color
● 2 bars of soap, in original wrapping
● 1 toothbrush
● 1 pack of dental floss
● 1 tube of toothpaste (2 tubes if
sample size)
● 1 deodorant
● A note card with a prayer or
devotional and a statement that
reads “We are praying for you at
this time.”

4. Meditate on the Crucifixion of our Lord. This is the payment for your
sins. Romans 3:25

Each kit will be made by wrapping
the healthcare items and the note
card in the bath towel. Members
are encouraged to prepare as many
kits as they determine feasible, and
to invite other families and friends
to participate in this project.

shall discuss more fully under the proper locus.

This will be a Lenten activity, and
will culminate with a Winchester
visit and pick-up of the kits by
Mary Bates, our wonderful NALC
Disaster Response Coordinator.
Mary will worship with us on the
2nd Sunday of Easter, April 19.
To help with this project, Sally has
received $250.00 from Thrivent to
purchase some towels and washcloths. You may also just provide the
items that go in the towel. We can
plan to get together after worship to
put the kits together. Thanks for your
help and support with this project!

5. Most importantly, believe that Christ has atoned for those sins and
accept the forgiveness that is given by God for His sake.
Melanchthon concludes his deliberation on the Law of God in this way:
Therefore they imagine that men are righteous and pleasing to God because of the works
which they think satisfy the law of God; they have not taught that men are righteous in

the sense of having been reconciled to God and pleasing to Him by
faith for the sake of our Mediator, Christ. But Paul refutes these pharisaic
errors and affirms that this weak nature of man cannot satisfy the law of God nor
placate the wrath of God nor take away sin through the works of the Law. But he

affirms that the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, has been sent to
take away our sins and give us righteousness and eternal life, as we
Through faith in Christ, our mediator, we can face ourselves and examine
ourselves. We can listen to His hard Word that judges our sin and we can
own it and even be grateful for it. The good news is always that God has
given His Son to atone for our sins, while we were yet sinners! With Him there
is mercy and plenteous redemption! (Ps. 130:7)
God gave Jesus into death to set us right, to make us righteous and holy.
Let us always remember that this sacrificial death is desperately needed –
because God’s Law has shown us that we are yet sinners.
Prayerfully,
Pastor Porter

Life and Lunch — March 1
What a great way to
kick of the month of
March! Fifteen of our
members gathered
on Sunday to join in
fellowship and sharing
at a lovely luncheon at
Café del Sol.

Welcome Sallie and David!

Joseph, Patriarch

Sallie and David McLellan joined
our membership on Sunday,
February 2.
We are happy
to have them
as part of our
family at
Advent!

Joseph was the son of the patriarch Jacob (February 5) and Rachel. The
favorite son of his father, he incurred the jealousy of his older brothers,
who sold him into slavery in Egypt and told their father he was dead
(Genesis 37). In Egypt he became the chief servant in the home of
Potiphar, a military official. Because Joseph refused to commit adultery
with his master’s wife, he was unjustly accused of attempted rape and
thrown into jail (Genesis 39). Years later, he interpreted dreams for
Pharoah, who then freed him from prison and placed him in charge of the
entire country. When his brothers came from
Canaan to Egypt in search of food, they did
not recognize him. He eventually revealed his
identity to them, forgave them, and invited
both them and his father to live in Egypt. He
is especially remembered and honored for his
moral uprightness (Genesis 39) and for his
willingness to forgive his brothers (Genesis 45
and 50). March 31

Anniversary News
Check out the Lamp and Sunday
Bulletins and watch for emails
announcing upcoming 10th
Anniversary events!

Lent and Easter Season
March 4: Wednesdays in Lent – Vespers service and
soup & sandwich supper at Lebanon at 6:00 pm
April 5: Palm Sunday service at 9 am
April 9: Maundy Thursday service at Advent at 7:00 pm
April 10: Good Friday Tenebrae service at Lebanon at 7:00 pm
April 11: Easter Vigil at Lebanon at 7:30 pm
April 12: Easter Sunday Service at Advent at 10:00 am

2

7 am Pastor’s Devotional
Time
10 am Bible Study at Spring
Arbor
7:00 pm Luther’s Large
Catechism

9

7 am Pastor’s Devotional
Time
10 am Bible Study at Spring
Arbor
7:00 pm Luther’s Large
Catechism

16

7 am Pastor’s Devotional
Time
10 am Bible Study at Spring
Arbor
7:00 pm Luther’s Large
Catechism

23

7 am Pastor’s Devotional
Time
10 am Bible Study at Spring
Arbor
7:00 pm Luther’s Large
Catechism

30

7 am Pastor’s Devotional
Time
10 am Bible Study at Spring
Arbor
7:00 pm Luther’s Large
Catechism

First Sunday in Lent
9:00 am Worship with
Holy Communion
10:15 am Fellowship
10:45 am Sunday School

8

Second Sunday in Lent
9:00 am Worship with
Holy Communion
10:15 am Fellowship
10:45 am Sunday School

15

Third Sunday in Lent
9:00 am Worship with
Holy Communion
10:15 am Fellowship
10:45 am Sunday School

22

Fourth Sunday in Lent
9:00 am Worship with
Holy Communion
10:15 am Fellowship
10:45 am Sunday School

29

Fifth Sunday in Lent
9:00 am Worship with
Holy Communion
10:15 am Fellowship
10:45 am Sunday School

MONDAY

1

SUNDAY

31

24

17

10

3

TUESDAY

12 to 1:30 pm Individual
Confession & Absolution
at Lebanon
6 pm vespers Service and
Soup & Sandwich Supper
at Lebanon

1

12 to 1:30 pm Individual
Confession & Absolution
at Lebanon
6 pm vespers Service and
Soup & Sandwich Supper
at Lebanon

25

12 to 1:30 pm Individual
Confession & Absolution
at Lebanon
6 pm vespers Service and
Soup & Sandwich Supper
at Lebanon

18

12 to 1:30 pm Individual
Confession & Absolution
at Lebanon
6 pm vespers Service and
Soup & Sandwich Supper
at Lebanon

11

12 to 1:30 pm Individual
Confession & Absolution
at Lebanon
6 pm vespers Service and
Soup & Sandwich Supper
at Lebanon

4

WEDNESDAY

Bulletins to Printer

2

Bulletins to Printer

26

20

13

6

FRIDAY

3

27

Youth Ministry Seminar
St John’s Lutheran Church
Grove City Ohio

Bulletins to Printer

19

Bulletin to Printer

12

Bulletin to Printer

5

THURSDAY
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Family Day

4

Family Day

28

Family Day

21

Family Day
8:30 am Advent
Church Council
Meeting

14

Family Day

7

SATURDAY

