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Calendar 
Serving Schedule 5/6 
Greeters: Vera 
Ushers: Greg & Jeff 
Acolyte: Mary 
Crucifer: Joe C 
Lector: Carolyn 
Communion: Carolyn and Sally   
Refreshments: Nancy 
Flowers: Bridget 
 

Serving Schedule 5/13 
Greeters: Vera 
Ushers: Jeff & Greg 
Acolyte: Braydon 
Crucifer: Joe C 
Lector: Roy 
Communion: Carolyn and Sally 
Refreshments: TC and Colleen 
Flowers: Carolyn 

    
              MAY 

           Birthdays 

Myrtha Christiansen 11 

Rachel Porter 14 

Joyce Griffith 19 

Heidi Gauthier 25 

  

Prayer Group:  
Starting May 14 we will meet 

at Spring Arbor! 
Please join us as we study 

the book of Proverbs. 
 
  

             
              

2 Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his 
God from the belly of the fish, 2 saying,  

  “I called out to the LORD, out of 
my distress,  

and he answered me;  
  out of the belly of Sheol I cried,  

and you heard my voice.  
 3  For you cast me into the deep,  

into the heart of the seas,  
and the flood surrounded me;  

  all your waves and your billows  
passed over me.  

 4  Then I said, ‘I am driven away  
from your sight;  

  yet I shall again look  
upon your holy temple.’  

 5  The waters closed in over me to take 
my life;  

the deep surrounded me;  
  weeds were wrapped about my head  

 

From the Pastor: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

“Church(l)y Language” 

I was at the Winchester House to lead the Bible Study this week. I had 

chosen Jonah for this month’s study. It’s such a fascinating book, so unlike 

the other prophetic books in the Old Testament. The actual prophetic oracle 

contains only five words! The bulk of it is about Jonah and his utterly foolish 

grudge against the merciful God of Israel – his own God. 

It isn’t immediately clear that this is the case (we find it out for certain 

much later in the story), but there are strange hints that this is so: Jonah 

tries to “flee the presence of the LORD”, he is sleeping in a kind of indif-

ferent contempt for his situation within the hull of the ship during a raging  

Continued on next page 
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 6  at the roots of the mountains.  
  I went down to the land  

whose bars closed upon me forev-
er;  

  yet you brought up my life from the 
pit,  

O LORD my God.  
 7  When my life was fainting away,  

I remembered the LORD,  
  and my prayer came to you,  

into your holy temple.  
 8  Those who pay regard to vain idols  

forsake their hope of steadfast 
love.  

 9  But I with the voice of thanksgiving  
will sacrifice to you;  

  what I have vowed I will pay.  
Salvation belongs to the LORD!”  

10 And the LORD spoke to the fish, and 
it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.  



             C-CAP Corner 
 

Wish List for the Toddlers Room   
at CCAP: 

 Diapers-all sizes especially size 5 
 Baby wipes 
 Bibs 
 Bottles 
 Infant & Toddlers Socks 
 Burp cloths 
 Pacifiers/teething toys 
 Baby shampoo & body wash 
 Gently used and new clothing  

sizes-new born to size 5 
Need Caring Loving individuals to 
volunteer one morning a month. 
CCAP also is looking for donated  
paper products: Toilet paper, paper 
towels, etc. 

— Jan Calamari 

storm, he won’t utter even a single syllable of prayer to the LORD – even when 

the pagans have done so to their own “gods” and then urge him to cry out to his own! 

No, Jonah won’t do it. He hates the mission that the LORD has given him 

and he thinks the LORD is wrong to even desire the good of the Ninevites, 

let alone call him to do something to help them. He’d rather be thrown into 

the sea – to drown (for he must have expected that very natural outcome), 

than participate in the LORD’s saving work on behalf of the Ninevites. 

But ah, foolish man, there is no place to flee the presence of the LORD. 

Even in the most irrational and obtuse refusal, the energy spent in the effort 

testifies to the presence of someone to be refused and resisted.  

Jonah is simultaneously judged and saved when God sends a fish to swallow 

him up. Judged, because well, he is inside a fish, and perhaps unknown to 

him, now on the way to Nineveh. Surprise! He is saved, because God did not 

permit him to drown in the billows and waves and great chaos of the deep.  

Something begins to change in Jonah, some initial movement of preparatory 

grace. From inside the fish, he offers up prayer. 

I pointed out to the ladies that Jonah’s prayer is strophic and poetic in form: 

many Bibles delineate the difference by changing the indentation and      

arrangement of the text. It is a different kind of speech. It is prayer; address   

     to the all holy God. It isn’t casual or everyday. Such common speech is    

    not appropriate for this sort of moment, for this sort of encounter with  

  God’s judgment and salvation. It’s a response to an event of incredible 

weight. There are many examples of this manner of speech in the Holy 

Scriptures. Consider the prayers of: Moses, Miriam, Hannah, and Mary the 

Mother of the LORD. Look them up! 

Succinctly, it is elevated speech for the most elevated reality. It fits its object. It 

is “churchly” and for some it is considered “churchy”, which they take to be 

not such a good a thing. There are some who consider “churchy language” 

to commit the great crime of removing people from their common and  

natural patterns of speech.  They are partially correct! Churchly language 

does do this, but the Scriptures clearly present us with evidence that this is  

a pleasing thing for the Lord to hear. 

I asked the ladies, somewhat rhetorically: 

“How would you address a judge or local magistrate?” The answer came 

back, “Your honor.”  

“Right,” I said, “because it wouldn’t go well for you if you started talking 

like this: 

‘Hey dude, ya know, I really need to jet, cause I have better things to do and 

ya know my man, it’s really kind of a drag and this is cramping my style, so 

can we like, make it quick?’” 

Continued on next page 
 

 

 

 
 
 



Life and Lunch 

The next Life 

and Lunch is 

scheduled for 

May 20, 12:30 

pm at Thai Winchester on the 

Loudoun St Mall. Bring a friend to 

church and join us for lunch!  

All are welcome.   

I received a good amount of laughter at this, but they got the point, and 

they seemed to agree with me. 

The form of our speech (not just the content) is a testimony to the reality 

of the things we believe, and to the things we believe to be important or 

unimportant. Surely, there are times when sudden heartfelt thankfulness 

or sadness will come and we simply cry out: “Thank you Jesus”, or “God 

help me!” And surely there are times of personal prayer and devotion 

when we may have a deep and informal heart to heart with our Father in 

heaven, we can do this because of our Lord Jesus’ and the Holy Spirit’s 

intercession. And this too is pleasing, in its place. 

And yet, for those times of great weight, where we remember of the saving 

works of God, of His greatness and loftiness, of His beauty and surpas-

sing mercy – our speech rises and strains toward that goal.  

Look through the front portion of your Lutheran Book of Worship,   

pages 1-21, to find more Scriptural examples of such elevated prayer 

speech. We call these “Canticles”, as they are traditionally sung or chanted.  

They are dignified, solemn, but not sad. They are examples of the Holy 

Spirit’s own divine speech, as they are the very words of our inspired 

Scripture.  

Let us be quick to offer all to our God, our little regular round of day and 

night, as well as praise for His mighty acts! And let us speak appropriately.  

– Prayerfully, Pastor Porter 

 

St Augustine of  Hippo 

St. Augustine of Hippo was born November 13, 354. His mother Monica  

was a devout Christian, yet his father, Patricius was a Pagan who converted to 

Christianity on his deathbed. 

Augustine was a brilliant scholar who abandoned Christianity at 

a young age, only to convert at the age of 31. It is said that the 

following passage from Romans 13:13-14 was key to his       

enlightenment: ‘Not in rioting and drunkenness, not in     

chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying, but put 

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh 

to fulfill the lusts thereof.’ 

Augustine’s writings influenced almost all of Western Philosophy 

and Theology. Among his most influential and important works 

are The City of God, On Christian Doctrine, and Confessions of St.  

Augustine. He is considered to be one of the theological fathers 

of the Reformation because of his teachings on salvation and 

divine Grace. Martin Luther held him in high esteem and was a 

member of the Order of the Augustinian Eremites from 1505 

to 1521. 

St. Augustine died on August 28, 430.  

AbbaCare  
The Walk for Life is right around 
the corner! 
Team Advent will be walking again 
this year. Anyone is welcome to 
join us! Just let Vera Kordella know 
so you can be registered with the 
team. 


